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“THE UNITED STATES GETS AN ‘F,’”

SAYS LEAVING TOO MANY CHILDREN BEHIND REPORT

“But, at least the issue of linking preschool years to K-16 is on the radar screen,” 

declares author Harold Hodgkinson.

May 16, 2003, Washington, DC – In a passionate polemic, Leaving Too Many Children Behind:  A Demographer’s View on the Tragic Neglect of America’s Youngest Children, author “Bud” Hodgkinson focuses his renowned expertise on America’s most vulnerable population:  children from birth to five years old.  Through a variety of statistical data and other sources, Dr. Hodgkinson paints a “politically incorrect” picture of projected outcomes from what he feels are shortsighted state and federal policies ― policies that will ultimately undermine the best intentions of No Child Left Behind.  The report, published by the Institute for Educational Leadership (IEL), argues that key assumptions driving standards-based school reform and accountability testing do not fairly and adequately deal with the effects that poverty, low parent education levels, child abuse, neglect, and other factors, including race, have on a child’s chances before they start first grade.

“All of the deficits that we know exist between kindergarten and high school, we now know exist before they even knock on the door of kindergarten.  It’s too late when you start at the 4th grade, and as a consequence, we’re going to leave a lot of kids behind by definition alone,” Dr. Hodgkinson told a group of Virginia superintendents at a recent meeting.  IEL president Betty Hale said, “For many years, Bud has been an important voice arguing for stronger policy, program and practice connections between America’s  K-12 and higher education system(s).  In a report of the same name, Bud coined the phrase “the same client” and argued for such connections among all of the systems, agencies and organizations serving children and youth.  This report shines a spotlight on our nation’s most vulnerable population – children.  More importantly, this report helps us focus on what we must do to ensure that all of our children can achieve at high levels.

Using data from recent Census and other reports and studies, the report details a battery of old and new conditions that beset many of America’s children and challenges our views on how to best address many of the issues that educators are expected to overlook or overcome.  While acknowledging some positive signs (e.g., 10 states invest substantial resources in early childhood development needs), Dr. Hodgkinson suggests there is no united response to this looming crisis in the United States.   He does outline recommended action steps, including convening a governors summit, to help amplify the issue and increase the numbers of organizations and resources joined in response.
Dr. Hodgkinson conducts research on demographics and education and publishes numerous reports on his findings, including the seminal publications The Same Client:  The Demographics of Service and Delivery Systems, and All One System.  He has directed eight major research projects for the Carnegie Commission, the U.S. Department of Education, and the Exxon, Ford, and ARCO Foundations.  He is the author of 12 books, three of which have won national awards, and over 200 articles.  He is widely known as a lecturer and analyst of educational issues at all levels, and his consulting assignments have included 600 colleges and universities, numerous public school systems, state agencies, state legislatures, city governments and corporations.  Bud earned an undergraduate degree from the University of Minnesota, a Master’s degree from Wesleyan, and a doctorate from Harvard University’s Graduate School of Education. 

Since 1964, the Institute for Educational Leadership (IEL)—a non-profit, nonpartisan organization based in Washington, D.C.— has been at the heart of an impartial, dynamic, nationwide network of people and organizations from many walks of life who share a passionate conviction that excellent education is critical to nurturing healthy individuals, families, and communities.  Our mission is to help build the capacity of people and organizations in education and related fields to work together across policies, programs, and practices to achieve better futures for all children and youth.  Our efforts are focused through three programs of work:  Developing and Supporting Leaders; Strengthening School-Family-Community Connections; Connecting and Improving Policies and Systems that Serve Children and Youth.

Copies of Leaving Too Many Children Behind are available by download from IEL’s Web site (www.iel.org).  Copies may also be purchased for $12/copy plus shipping and handling—bulk discounts are available—by e-mailing, faxing, or writing the Institute for Educational Leadership, 1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 310, Washington, DC, iel@iel.org, or 202-872-4050 (fax).  Please visit our Web site at www.iel.org to learn more about IEL. 

###







